
 
 

March state dinner at the White House: will fish 

be on the menu? 
 

Preparations are underway. U.S. President Barack Obama will host Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau for a state dinner on March 10. Here’s why fish should be on the menu. 

In June 2014, a Presidential Task Force on Combating Illegal Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) Fishing and Seafood fraud was stablished. Recommendations and an action 

plan followed. In October, the responsible federal agency released an “at risk list.” Canadian-

harvested fish like Atlantic cod, Pacific cod, swordfish, and tuna are on the list of fish suspected 

of being illegally caught, or misrepresented in a fraudulent manner.  

How have we gone from a trusted and reliable trading partner, sending more than $3-

billion of seafood to the U.S. annually, to a country seemingly engaged in pirate fishing and 

product fraud. Why should Canadians selling fish and seafood into the U.S. be required to 

provide and retain data beyond what is required for domestic sellers?  

IUU fishing and fraud are not a Canadian fisheries problem. Canada has a model fisheries 

management regime, including export certification programs and inspection. Increasingly, 

Canada`s fisheries meet rigorous, independent certification programs for sustainability and 

traceability. A study conducted by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency in March 2014 showed 

that 94 per cent of fish sampled was properly labelled. 

Why then subject Canada’s fishing industry to another layer of complexity? And, based 

on the text of the U.S. proposed rule, it very much looks like it will be both complex and costly.  

The Canadian fishing industry fully supports efforts to end IUU fishing. We have worked 

hard to develop multilateral ways to address it. We seek to rid the oceans of those who exploit its 

bounty with no thought of future generations. Our efforts are recognized as world-class. In 

March 2015, Canadian Geographic explained our leadership approach: “Illegal, unregulated, and 

unreported fishing not only takes a very significant toll on the ecosystem, it robs billions of 

dollars from the global economy. Canada’s increasingly strategic and intelligence-based 

approach to counter this threat has made it an internationally-recognized leader, with some 

developing countries now looking to it for guidance.” 

Combating and ending IUU fishing is a laudable objective and one we share as members 

of the Canadian fishing industry. Still, broad measures can often reach too far and result in cost 

and market uncertainty. Before inking the ceremonial speeches or enjoying the first taste of the 

bisque, let’s talk fish. 
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